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What I Miss About Working in 
Healthcare….And What I Don’t!



What I Do Not Miss



End-of-Life Care and the 
Opioid Crisis: Potential 
Implications and Unintended 
Consequences



Opioid limits hit hospice, cancer patients



David Shulkin, fired by Trump, 
warns that privatizing the 
Veterans Affairs Department will 
hurt veterans

"Privatization leading to the 
dismantling of the department's 
extensive health care system is a 
terrible idea," Shulkin wrote.



The Veterans Choice Program 
(VCP) is a benefit that allows 
eligible Veterans to receive health 
care from a community provider 
rather than waiting for a VA 
appointment or traveling to a VA 
facility. 

I ask you:  “Is this really the BEST
way to provide cancer care to our 
Veteran’s”?



High cancer drug prices in the United States: reasons and 
proposed solutions

• The increase in cancer drug 
prices in the last 15 years 
has many contributing 
factors and is harming our 
patients and our health care 
system.

• This difficult situation poses 
three relevant questions: (1) 
Are cancer drug prices too 
high? (2) Are they hurting 
patients and our health 
care system? and (3) Can 
we do something about it?

• It is also our obligation as 
cancer providers to keep 
patients from "harm and 
injustice." If high prices 
make drugs unaffordable 
and inaccessible….then we 
should voice our concerns 
and advocate for solutions.

• J Oncol Pract. 2014 
Jul;10(4):e208-11. doi: 
10.1200/JOP.2013.001351. 
Epub 2014 May 6

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24803662


What I Do Miss……………………
Residents, Trainees & Co-Workers





The Knowledge



The Patient’s and Their Stories 





Defending and Improving the VA 
Healthcare System

• Why privatizing the VA is a 
bad idea - The Boston Globe

• https://www.bostonglobe.com
/magazine/2016/02/17/why-
privatizing-health-care-system-
bad-
idea/2PyB5Dz36pdahjwVFr3p3
M/story.htmlFeb 17, 2016 ...

• The Veteran's Health 
Administration must fix major 
problems, but its integrated 
care system should be a model 
to learn from.

• Commentary:
• The VA Cannot Be Privatized
• Author:Cynthia Geppert, MD
• Date:June 11, 2018
• Publication:Federal

Practitioner

https://www.bostonglobe.com/magazine/2016/02/17/why-privatizing-health-care-system-bad-idea/2PyB5Dz36pdahjwVFr3p3M/story.html
https://www.mdedge.com/fedprac/article/167473/health-policy/va-cannot-be-privatized
https://www.mdedge.com/fedprac/article/167473/health-policy/va-cannot-be-privatized


So What Do You Do?

• Continue to be an advocate for your patients
• Work collaboratively
• Control what you can control
• Get involved at a local or national level
• Spend your money smart

– Treat a patient because it is the right thing to do
– Be honest about goals and expectations with your 

patients
– Don’t be afraid to say “it is no longer time to treat 

your cancer”





Thank You For Your Support
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