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I’m so Bless 

to have gotten Cancer

Army Veteran Vietnam War 



I pray for strength to deal with what others may see as an attitude buster,

The only thing I can control is my attitude.

knowing that God doesn’t give us test we cannot pass.



Bladder cancer considered a disease of older men

 Women are more likely to present more advanced tumors 
 worse prognosis than men

 survival rate for women with bladder cancer lags behind that of men

 African-American women 
 poor outcomes

 highest proportion of advanced and aggressive tumors

 Number of women diagnosed with bladder cancer has been 
increasing.

WOMEN 
& 

BLADDER 
CANCER



What’s wrong with this 
picture??



Hematuria (blood in my urine)
No pain
Ignored

What 
were

my 
signs?



Retired from Corporate 
America to manage 
our son.

Ignored signs while 
traveling.

Psalm 150:6
Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD.



Primary Care Doctor 
Treated as urinary track infection
Cytology (testing of urine sample)

Urologist
Cystoscopy (cytoscope to collect tissue 

sample)
TURBT (transurethral resection of a 

bladder tumor)

Biopsy (cells or tissue collected for examination under 
microscope)

Missed 
diagnosised by 

PCP 



Become your own health advocate

Don’t panic. 

▪ Have a good cry, kick something, yell and then get on with 
fighting your illness.

▪ Be patient with the ones who love you. Remember, this is 
hard on them also. Cancer affects the whole family.

▪ Accept help from your family and friends who offer. Ask 
them for support, help and understanding.

Keep your SENSE of HUMOR

Lean on your FAITH

Pack your PATIENCE

When you are first diagnosed:



What the 
Doctors Said?

 Multifocal muscle invasive high-grade papillary urothelial 
carcinoma of the bladder, treated with 4 cycles of neoadjuvant 
carboplatin and gemcitabine between 8/10/2015-10/19/2015. 

 Radical cystoprostatectomy and neobladder performed on 
12/4/2015. 

 Pathology showed residual flat urothelial carcinoma in situ with 
no invasive carcinoma seen and an incidental focus of prostate 
cancer Gleason score 3+4 = 7, tumor size 1.2 cm, all lymph nodes 
negative margins negative. 

 Pulmonary embolism in July, 2015 treated with 6 months of 
Coumadin. D-dimer was elevated after Coumadin was stopped 
and he was resumed on Coumadin on 2/18/2016 for an additional 3 
months and then discontinued in May, 2016.



The Bladder

Normally: 

• Urine passes from the kidneys through the ureters

• Into the bladder 

• From the bladder, urine moves 

• Through the urethra

• Out of the body
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Ileal Conduit

Urine passes 

• from the kidneys through the ureters

• into and through the Ileal Conduit 

• out through the Stoma

• into the Ostomy bag
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Indiana Pouch 
(a continent 

cutaneous pouch)

Urine passes 

• from the kidneys through the ureters

• flows into the pouch 

• insert catheter into stoma

• drain pouch
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Neobladder 
Illustration



My Neobladder
CT scan – July 2019





Robotic Surgery

 Surgeon controls the highly precise instruments the 
entire time to:

 View in 3D-HD with up to 10x magnification

 Remove the prostate, bladder & cancer cells 
meticulously 

 Work around the important nerves when indicated

 Build a new bladder (“neobladder”)

© 2013 Intuitive Surgical, Inc

da Vinci Surgery Operating Room



Psalms 23:4 
King James Version 
(KJV) 

1 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.

2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:

he leadeth me beside the still waters. 

3 He restoreth my soul:

he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,

I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they 
comfort me.

5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine 
enemies:

thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
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Training 
Neobladder

 New bladder: 
 Doesn’t have the same nerve supply as normal bladder

 Will not have same sensation of the need to urinate

 3 weeks after surgery:
 Removal of the foley catheter

 First week urinate every 2 hours, day and night

 Second week urinate every 3 hours

 Third week stretch the period between voiding to 3-4 hours

 Empty bladder twice a night
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Care of 
Neobladder

 To urinate:
 “New bladder” doesn’t contract (squeeze out urine)

 Relax sphincter muscles

 Push with abdominal muscles (as when having a bowel movement)

 To Hold urine:
 Pelvic Floor Exercises 

 Strengthen external sphincter muscles

 Incontinence:
 Initially during the night

 Leakage during the day

 Catheterization and Irrigation
 To flush out mucus and empty neobladder
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BCAN 
Involvement

 Walk to End Bladder Cancer

 Survivor 2 Survivor

 Speaker’s Bureau



But he that knew not, and did commit things 
worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. 

Luke 12:48
King James Version 
(KJV)

For unto whomsoever much is given, of 
him shall be much required:

and to whom men have committed 
much, of him they will ask the more.



Affiliate 
Organizations

 Bladder Cancer Advocacy 
Network (BCAN)

 Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit

 University of Michigan Bladder 
Cancer Support Group

 Government Advisor

 National Institutes of Health 

 Hope United Methodist 
Church’s Cancer Support Group

 “With Love, Me”



Pray like it all depends on God, 

Lean on your FAITH

Pack your PATIENCE

Keep your SENSE of HUMOR and work on getting better 
like it all depends on you.



I’m so blessed that God 
chose to give me a test, 
so  that I, would have a 

testimony to help 
someone else.



Thank you!

Questions? Yesterday is gone, 

tomorrow is coming……

What are you going to do with your today?
David Ivey


